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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Introduction

Tohe writing samples that follow were selected from the portfolios
f eighth grade Vermont students as examples of the various

points on Vermont's newly-revised analytic writing assessment
guide. These benchmark writing pieces, when used with the

analytic assessment guide, are guideposts for assessing student work.

The Vermont Department of Education expresses its deep gratitude to the
anonymous student authors of the following pieces, and to their teachers
and parents for granting us permission to publish these works.

The Department also wishes to recognize the considerable efforts of its
writing network leaders and especially to thank those network leaders
who served on the 1994 benchmarking committees:

Fourth Grade
Betty Boudreau
Susan Collins
Nioka Houston
leanne Korstange
Shayne Trubisz
Ann Rex
Susan Biggam

Eighth Grade
Andrew Green
Hasse Halley
Gordon Korstange
Irina Markova
Joyce Roof
Joan Simmons
Mimi Brailsford
Geof Hewitt
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Purpose
In assessing,

consider...

Ask how consistently,
relative to length and

complexity...

...how adequately intent and
focus are established and
maintained (success in this
criterion should not depend on
the reader's knowledge of the
writing assignment: the
writing should stand on its
own)

intent is established and
maintained within a given
piece of writing

Extensively

Frequently

Establishes and maintains a
clear purpose and focus.

Establishes a purpose and
focus.

Sometimes

Rarely

1 Yes F

Is author's focus clear
within the writing?

No

Attempts to establish a
purpose; focus of writing is
not fully clear.

Purpose and focus not
apparent.

4
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School
P Is this piece about what the author feels about school or what school is for? School is the
topic, but the purpose Is not apparent.

CAW - Errors interfere with understanding, especially in second paragraph.

Purpose

School
Organization Details Voice or Tone c4

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely Purpose and
focus not
apparent

5
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Response Paper on Juvenile Justice

I think that juveniles should get an equal or a lesser charge

in a deliquent act then an adult would. For example the Gault

case where Gerry Gault made an obscene phone call, Which if an

adult made the call he or she would have got a penalty of 30

days and a fifty dollar fine. Gerry gaUlt got six years incaraceration

for the obscene phone cell.

When a parent or the parents get notified by an officer of

the law that thAr child is in 3ai1 the parent or the'Parents

should come and pick them up quickly. In December 1982 a fifteen

year old, Robbie Born hung himself in a Kentucky jail where he

had been for thirty minutes. On page five in the reading it says

that parents do not reconize the danger, hoping that a taste

of jail will: scare them straight.

In some oases I agree with the system. I think some kids

should get help with t114p problems, may it be drugs, or stealing,

but not six years for an obscene phone call. So you see we do

not have a perfect Juvenile correction system yet, Playbe we will

some day.

ii
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Response Paper on Juvenile Justice
P The relationship of the paragraphs isn't clear: focus muddied.

Details lack elaboration, some are random, fail to support ideas/information. Listing.

ViT Tone is not effective, although sonic persona! commitment (Voice) comes through in "a
taste of jail will scare them straight."

Res I nse Pa r on Juvenile Justice
Purpose Organization Details 1 Voice or Tone GUN

Extensively .

Frequently

Sometimes Attempts to estab-
lish a purpose;
focus of writing is
not fully dear

6/ 6/

Rarely

12
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

The Winning Point
P Focus drifts: last paragraph drifts.

0 - Without the last paragraph, piece would probably be an "E" in 0, but there's no mention
of teamwork until the last paragraph. All preceding narrative is focused on "I."

GLUM Tense shifts.

The Winning Point
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone Gill/M

Extznsively

Frequently Establishes a
purpose and
focus

V 6/ 6/

Sometimes 6/
Rarely

14



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

PROCRASTINATION

What do I have strong feelings about?
Procrastinating

I am the world's leading procrastinator. If you looked in

the dictionary under procrastinate it would say see: Rebecca

Feinberg.

I am a procrastinator! I do procrastinate! I can

procrastinate anytime, anywhere, anyhow! I procrastinate

constantly. I procrastinate in everything I do. I put tnings oft

and save them for later. I procrastinate from doing laundry,

washing dishes, stacking wood, pulling weeds, doing scnol work,

practicing my clarinet! I even procrastinate fro!:

procrastinating!

Procrastinating is my biggest prpolem.

procrastinating and procrastinating and putting off and putting

off, until I am so overwhelmed with things that have to be done

have a nervous breakdown and nervous breakdowns don't help at

all.

I hate pt_v2ras'_inating, but I always r.0 _ t:ied

2vecything I know. I make schedules. I make lists. : myself

: always find some way of pio2can::

_nating :mes back at me later, wne7.

tilc,fficia-t; I no: to rind a ri1141 6e1.1 to rill: ptu,_.1-IFIt111zit

when I do I wIll hav? .1 hii,je celebtation and contribute what =

may be left of my lire to stopping procrastination!

10



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Procrastination
P Maintains a clear purpose and focus: strongfeelings about procrastination.

0 - Writing moves forward; piece is fluent and coherent.

D Details are not pertinent and vivid, but do support ideas and information.

- Commitment to subject brings out personal expression.

G/U/M - Few errors relative to length.

Procrastination
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively Establishes and
maintains a clear
purpose and focus

tr/ V

Frequently V
Sometimes

Rarely

16
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Organization
In assessing,

consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

...coherence:

...whether ideas or information
arc in logical sequence or move
the piece forward
...whether sentences and images
arc clearly related to each other
(Indenting paragraphs is a matter
of Grammar/Usage/Mechanics)

the writing demonstrates
coherence

Extensively

Frequently

Organized from beginning to
end, logical progression of ideas,
fluent and coherent.

Organization moves writing
forward with few lapses In unity
or coherence.

I Yes

Sometimes

Does the organization
move the writing

forward?

I No I-

La 11S0 s) In orpnization affect
unity or coherence.

Rarely Serious errors In organization
make writing difficult to follow.

12



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Sci-Fi

Science fiction has to do with technological advancements. If
it doesn't happen in the present real world then it will happen in
Sci-Fi. Sci-Fi is what created the dream of how to get to the moon.
Sci-Fi is the dreams of people who have sought to make the
future.

So what exactly is Sci-Fi? Science fiction is something new,
something modem, and almost always has to do with new
technologies and lasers. Then why do we have it? Is the next
question you ask. I can not answer this question exactly right for
everyone. But I think its to add a little mystery to our lives. For
Exsample stuff we don't know about (mysteries to us) are then
made by a lab in Vermont then studied until we know all about
them.

In conclusion,1 think that Sci-Fi will be the basis of all the new
technological advancements soon to come out in the near and far
future. Without Sci-Fi, civilization we would go nowhere fast. We'd
be a clock unwound. For instance we'd probably still be using
abacuses if it weren't for Sci-Fi (in this we would be talking about
computers and calculators being created in Sci-Fi then finally in
the real present day)

18
13



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Sci-Fi
Conflicting purposes in first paragraph.

0 More the:. "lapses," there are "serious errors" in organization. (Read the piece aloud to
hear the organization problems.)

D Ideas are not developed; very few details at all, they are random and inappropriate when
located.

Some voice comes through: "Then why do we have it? Is the next question you ask."

GUM - The principal mistakes are in sentence structure. The piece shows some command
of conventions, but not of syntax.

Sci-Fi
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes 4/

Rarely

Serious errors in
organization make
writing difficult to follow

1,9
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

THE WILDERNESS
When I go to bed in my tent I feel the hard rocky

ground, cold and rough.I am in my sleeping bag. It's warm but
not quite as comfy as my bed at home.I have a little
something that reminds me of home,like a pillow and stuffed
animal.After a long night's sleep,I wake up and feel a crick
in my neck and a back ache.

I get out of my tent and stretch.I take my first
deep breath of cool,fresh air.I hear the birds singing their
songs.The crisp sun warms my face.The smoke from the fire
burns my eyes,but I don't mind.I can get so many good things
out of fire like food,warm heat,and contentment.

When I am camping,' feel happy and free.I love the
feeling of being with nature and feeling free to do what I
want.Camping makes me happy because I feel like I don't have
any problems;I leave them all at home.When I'm at the fire
usually at the left corner)I listen to the crackle of the

fire.The heat usually gets to me so I have to move back.The
time I always think is at night with me,the stars and the big
sky.I usually think about my family and what school is going
to be like in the following year.The night was cold,but I had
a good time.I may do it again sometime!

The Wilderness
P - In view that this is a "generic" camping trip, purpose and focus arc established.

0 Last sentence refers to what? jig -zag between fire (paragraph 2) and later in final paragraph.

D - Details are elaborated! see first paragraph.

CAW Word choice: "When I'm at the fire ... I listen to the crackle of the fire. (Repeated
words); tense shift in final sentence. Two or three comma errors.

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

The Wilderness
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone

l'arsO'Hnmgammtion
.1(1(.0 unity or wherenie

ti/U/M

15
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The Christmas 'flee Accident
I' Purpose/focus clear and maintained.

- Attempt at personal expression ("my mouth and my actions got me in trouble"), but no
sense of writer's feelings about all this.

CAW Lack of indenting, missing commas, sonic spelling errors, but these do not distract.

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

The Christmas Tree Accident
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone

kVrititig moves forw.tril
with few lapses in unity
or coherence

VI

(3.11/M
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"The Carnival Box"

J rAitti,11 I ELI, e,f1AX4211,1

_ elth, id-cyf ci

ALNell 41, A_ I ..11 .14 !a.-

A 40.4

A I 41L.41 . I , LA

_46.471,6*-0

Jr . .a-

J4 .

Atf) b7A4ra."-g 41a41 Arizz-;

,friettL

ktteLel 111;? t
(Nut cAryx itet d?

.10-0A eer-4,4)-trt-

Ao.

18



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

?6e. oe, Az-,7,

,teWt

ala traJlat . L"

ILLcxi (A_

/2/3AtJA mr-thil

ft/t-1 rAz-rdrat-;, /1.01,442)

NA. rot g/Irtlei Am ---_14.1 fe-46



/lb. .4!I 1 .ag 4'41 11

. 4, ...a ffa. A All a I at . .01.4rif

AL.. I. mil A

441 .414i .11 A Age Al.

-a. A - 1.... .
MNI NZINIf tip

..oa

bob

/

A..

4.

It

AA.

I OM A
AMMO

. _ r a / AA

4

&I 4-
All11117

.a.' 1. .4 .. A -

..w4 ....... A-a I 11 .

114 . ../. Y

.44 ') 4 _41/ .4t. 110.

A 1.4.

441e.. I

- a JI .lit

41.

4 :4- .44

I 04 AndoA Wu. . 4 I ' 1. / i Oa.....11
I

I II /.I ara .. . .411r a-44.V ...A A. AA . Ala.... I

/
op 8 AS. . NI 1 4 ....AA I, . ...a a a 4 4 a. .. Ii

. tem, .W ' . 11.41 :.111 a V. a.' A .

A L jegitiagoi

/"



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces
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The Carnival Box
P Author maintains focus on connection to the house.

0 Apparent digression (Marie and lacob) may be seen as a lapse, but in such a long piece,
this enhances the narrative,

Distinctive tone, enhanced by choice of details. A strong picture of the narrator emerges.

Fxtensively

Sometimes

Rarely

Purpose

The Carnival Box
Organization Details Voice or Tone GAM

Organized from heOnning
to end, logical progression
of ideas, fluent and
cohesive

I
6



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Details
In assessing,

consider..

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

...whether details develop ideas
or information
...whether details elaborate or
clarify the content of the writing
with images, careful explanation,
effective dialogue, parenthetical
expressions, stage directions, etc.

details contribute to development
of ideas and information, evoke
images or otherwise elaborate or
clarify the content of the writing

Extensively

Frequently

Details arc pertinent, vivid or
explicit and provide ideas/informa-
tion in depth.

Details develop ideas/information;
or details are elaborated.

Yes I___

Do details enhance
and/or clarify the

writing?

Sometimes
I No I

Details lack elaboration, merely
listed or unnecessarily repetitious.

Rarely Details arc minimal, inappropriate,
or random.

22



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

"I think they thought ..."

was settled in
chose to live in
in

tiak_
_LI_ yluEL

a6,__Y-1,12 _ _61_107_C _ __CO2sLrt

1792. Why do you think early settlers
? Why have people continued to live

-

-(444

t, .<-:0312j

"1 think they thought ..." (Untitled)
P Piece does not stand on its own.

No sequencing. Sentences could he in any order.

D Details are minimal.

No Involvement; tone absent.

CAIN Patterns of errors (spelling, contractions), plus other errors.

"I think they thought ..." (Untitled)
Purpose Organization Details

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely Details are minnthil,

inappropriate, or

random

Voice or Tone G/II/M

23
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Hats off in School!

We should be able to wear hats in school.
They keep long hair out of our faces while we are in school.
If we are having bad hair days, like our hair is really messy, so we want to hide it, we
wear hats. It helps keep things out of our hair. It helps protect our hair and our heads.
I don't see why we should not wear hats in school just because it shows respect
toward other pople. It does not hurt anyone.
Why can't we wear hats in school if the high school can?
We can wear them out side of school so why can't we wear them inside of school?
It looks a lot better and it goes with the suit your wearing.
So why can't we wear hats in school?

Hats off in School
P Purpose and focus established and maintained in this short piece

0 - Lapses in organization.

D Listing. No elaboration. No consideration of contrary opinion.

WI Not "distinctive," but involvement conies through in thoroughness of author's argument.

Kxtensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

Purpose

V

Hats Off in School
Organization Dctails Voicc or Tonc G/LI/M

I )(lads Lick elabor
ation, merely listed
or unnecessarily
irpitmotis

24 29



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

"You Hop on Your Snowmobile..."

You hop on your snowmobile and let your imagination run
wild. As you sit on your machine you fell it's power run
through you. You take off and leave the rest of the world
behind you in a cloud of snow. You feel like you've just been
shot out of a cannon. You are racing at 70 miles per hour.

You enter the woods and slow down to 20. You follow an
old logging trail. You climb your way up the logging trail.

You get to the top of the trail. The trail splits into
two ways. You go to the right side. There are lot's of trees,
so it's real dark. You switch on your headlight and make your
way through the woods.

The trail leads into the field that you started out in.
You decide that it's time to head back to your truck. You go
around the outside of the field to make it a little more
exciting. Your headlight shines the way through the dark open
field.

Then suddenly, the ground underneath you disappears and
you are flying through the air. You crash into the other side
of a gully. Your helmet flies off and the front of your
snowmobile is crushed. You get your helmet, and get back on
your snowmobile. But your snowmobile won't start. The ski is
broken, and part of the track is separated. You throw your
helmet down with anger and walk back to your truck. You drive
your truck to your broken down snowmobile and push it into
the back of your truck.

"You hop on your snowmobile ..." (Untitled)
P - Second person may at first confuse reader as to whether this piece is intended to give
instruction or show the joys of snowmobiling, but purpose and focus are maintained.

0 - A weak lead sentence, and some confusion on the antecedent of "it" in third sentence of
fourth paragraph.

V/T Readers were evenly split between a "Sometimes" and a "Frequently." In this piece, the
use of second person creates difficulty finding voice.

"You hop on your snowmobile..." (untitled)
Organization Details Voice or Tone

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Purpose

V

Rarely

Details develop
idcasinformanon;
or details .1R'
el.thorated

25
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

The Storm

The heavy mist
Is lifting from the mountains,
Like the spirits escaping
Their mortal bodies.
While the rain
Hammers to the earth.
As someone
Cries bitterly in a laraway room.
But then.
I he golden sun
Breaks through the tears.
The clouds tremble away
And someone
Is laughing again.

The Storm
P Strong focus draws comparison between a storm and human emotions.

0 Fluent and cohesive.

D Strong verbs and vivid details create images.

ViT - Personal commitment conies through.

GUM Punctuation is not used in a sufficiently consistent fashion to demonstrate the
"intentional departures" of an "Extensively."

Purpose

The Storm
Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively
6/

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

Details are pertinent,
vivid or explicit and
provide Ideas/
information in depth

26



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

Voice or Tone
In assessing,

consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

.. whether the writing displays a
natural style, appropriate to the
narrator
...or whether the tone of the
writing Is appropriate to its
content

an appropriate voice or tone is
established and maintained

Extensively

Frequently

Distinctive personal expression
or distinctive tone enhances the
writing.

Establishes personal expression
or effective tone.

Yes

Can you bear the writer?
Or, is the tone effective?

I No I_

Attempts personal expression or
appropriate tone.

Personal expression or
appropriate tone not evident.

Sometimes

Rarely
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"I get up in the morning ..."

I qPt up lh the morning and the fir:,t thing I do is get

dif,!;f;od, ThPn I do my hair and brush my teeth. Then I

watch Then its time to go to school. I call my

ftiond and meets me at the bus stop. I get on the

and go to school. And at 2:15 I go home. I get off

tho tog; waLk home I get a snack and do my chores.

,7-'t(A I do my homPwork. Then I help make dinner.

After wore done eat ing, I clean off the table and

then I (V) tc, a friPrldf--; house or I walk around. At

7:30 I go homo and watch TV or play nintendo.

Then I take a !;hower, r get in my pajamas, and brush

my hair. Then I watch some more TV until I'm ready

to bed.

"I get up in the morning ..." (Untitled)
P The "purpose," to tell about a daily routine, is clear, but, giving equal weight to each
activity, the piece has little focus,

0 A "cradle to grave" piece, with few lapses, but not a fluent piece with logical progression
of ideas.

"I get up in the morning..." (untitled)
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone

1:xtensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely V a S4 mal clirc,q011 ur

rrt,rnhrrMc hmc nut

cOdelit

G/1.1/M
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Reading

I love fantasy books. My first Fantasy books were The

Narnia Chronicles by C.S. Lewis. I got hooked on fantasy in

the fourth grade when our teacher, M r read The Lion,

The Witch. and The Wardrobe to us.

One of the most extensive fantasy companies is TSR.

TSR makes all the Dungeons & Dragons roll playing games and

the books of the Dragonlance saga, the Dark Sun world, and

The Forgotten Realms fantasy adventures. Dark Sun is set on

the desert world of Athas, where there are seven major

cities ruled by seven immortal sorceror-kings. Slavery is a

way of life on this deadly planet. The Forgotten Realms is

set ,:-1 Faeruh, a world much like our own(in terms ,)f land).

Dr1j:,niance is set on the world of Krynn, a world which is

a'. s: much like our cur.

Two of my fav-)rite TSR writers are R.A. Salvatore and

T1 -y Denninc. My tavotire non -TSR writer is Terry Broiks.

I am or e-;:pert at fantasy reading because I have read

;ftany fantasy sDmetimes when I read fantasy I

he boe as if I am a bystander watching things

happen and I can even become the hero
r:.,t the store.
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Fantasy Reading
P Second paragraph not clearly related to rest of piece; purpose and focus not fully clear.

In this paper, the purpose and organization problems are linked.

D Listing without specificity.

Last sentence provides evidence of an attempt at personal expression.

Fantasy Reading
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GILL/M

Extensively

Frequently 0/
Sometimes

Rarely

I/ ./ 6/
Attempts personal
expression or appropriate
tone
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Broken Hearts
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Broken Hearts
O Lapses where condition of room is described, and in second paragraph ("grabbed the
picture"). See bottom Of page 2 where "picture" is mentioned over and over, slowing down
the progression.

Relies on adjectives; not all of them are pertinent,

VIE Personal expression is stronger in first half than in second. The story within a story
loses voice.

I:xtensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

Broken Hearts
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone

persondl
exprey,ion or drprorriate
tone

GAM
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I

Ivy

the great Hroshiqa Medlar IX surveyed his never in Ivy
plants Let ore entering his house. they were prodressing
nicely and made a beautiful contrast to the stark red deert
behind his house.

It. John Howes, lerragen Marine, was jut filing hi,.
orbiting boosters in the black space above Mare_ Ht
mieion was to be one of establishing contint with the
flat tiara culture that had been detected on the ,litfoo.

the -.hip blazed out of the sky and lowered ileelf hullo the
promenade outside of the water temple. Hioshida Medlar IX
took notice of the ship only bcm. he Tnew lie wort Id soon

have LO perform an adoption ceremony will' rreature in'
the '.hip_

Mar(h 17_ 2315 Pereonal Diary of John Howe .
All Leems to doirig well_ The natives have taken MP in

and_ if I understand correctly_ I will soon be -adopted.
t'fbalently this is a great honor and 1 will do my beet In
act Lircr f.r di rigi V_

Hro,..higa Medlar IX looked up the long table lo whore Hu.
Pemarkably, the human was attempting to

comzume the food and emulate the manners of Hreshiga Medial
1,ople. What remarkable creatures, these humans, to

attempt La perterh alien tasks so readily_

ISrr r II 1 Personal Diary of John Howe
I managed to rhoke down some of the Martian food last

ninhl. the Martians are definitely nice, civil creature...
if it little odd_ "Towards the end of the meal, A Martian
raffle to me and conveyed that I should come to the water
temple in the morning, He lett and the rest of the Martian
followed_ "faking the hint, I exited_

Hroshiga Medlar IX led the naked little biped to Ihe water
chamb er and conveyed the message that he .11erild eubmer,.e
himself. An assistant pressed a button and e 'heel ,lid
over the water, ensuring that no air would i rrf r

Ord,,
irI it t

'human- and his thought.s.

Howes pounded furiously on the metal bul there
response_ Slowly, his conseiousnesn depaltrd

Hro!.^,higa Medlar IX stood on his dporeibi. aro! I , h

the "human- had been To limp when they had nneealel lb,
waterchamber the next day. Why didn't ," VIII 11

it was riot his problem to warty abuul

354
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Ivy
I' Purpose is io amuseientertain Ind focus is well maintained.

"I I )1.try tone ;Ind !lie lone o(.1 report ;ire NO captured.

r--
I:xtensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rorely

Purpose I tlrgimitation

Ivy
Details

41

Voice or Tone

Distinctive personal
expression Or lilStinii0.c
Ione enhances lilt'

CAM
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Grammar/ Usage/
Mechanics

In assessing,
consider...

Ask how
consistently,

relative to length
and complexity...

...the conventions of writing,
including:

*Grammar (e.g. sentence
structure, syntax)

'Usage (e.g. agreement and word
choice)

'Mechanics (e.g. spelling,
capitalization, punctuation)

As appropriate to grade level,
command of conventions is
evident, through correct English or
intentional, effective departure
from conventions

Extensively Few or no errors present; or
departures from convention
appear intentional and are
effective.

Frequently Some errors or p.nterns of emirs
are present

Sometimes

Rarely

Yes

Does writing show
grade-appropriate

commsoul G/V/MT

Na

Numerous errors are apparent
and may distract the reader.

Errors interfere with
understanding.

42
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I II
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Albert Einstein
The subject of this piece is clear, but is the focus on Einstein, or his love of learning, or his

genius? A good attempt at providing focus in fourth paragraph.

GAIN Errors overshadow everything, even interfering with assessments in other criteria.

Albert Einstein
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone I G/U/M

Extensively

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely rtors intilicre with
uhderstanding
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The Riding Lessons
I went to horseback riding camp this summer and I had

quite an adventure.
It all started when I first learned how to saddle a

horse. I was putting the saddle on, the horse turned its head
and looked at me then all of a sudden( Chomp ) ouch that
hurt! I had teeth marks on my shoulder, but I finally got the
saddle on and Lexie, my riding teacher put the briddle on.

When I finally out in the ring, I couldn't on because it
was to tall. After I finally got on the horse, by getting my
leg up and over. He was all frisky he was jumping around and
tossing his head, and he took off with me on his back.
I fell off my horse and landed with a thump on the grass in
the middle of the ring. I couldn't get back on because my
horse was still running around the ring. Lexie caught my
horse and helped me untack him and put him in his stable.
That was my first day of riding camp for me. The rest of the
lessons I did pretty good if I do say so myself. I'm also
pretty sure that my riding instructor thought I did pretty
good too. Ly the end of the week I could post trot and was
farther then the other kids. I missed my new friends I had
made, but I've continued riding and now I'm doing pretty
well.

The Riding Lessons
P Focus unclear. Is this about horseback riding camp or about an unfortunate accident?

0 Lapses affect unity/coherence.

D Details not elaborated; little indication of narrator's response to the accident.

%VT Little indication of personal involvement, even though a lot of personal experience is
presented.

Purpose

rxtomivdy

kopoilly

Sortictlme,;

Rarely

The Riding Lessons
Otpinization Details Voice or Tone GM/1M

Numm.mserriuNdre
apparent aid distract
the reader

_
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MICHAEL JORDAN: MY STORY

It all started about four years ago when this kid gave

me one of Michael Jordan's basketball cards. After the first

card he gave me he kept on giving me sports cards of Michael

Jordan, Magic Johnson, and Bo Jackson. But I always liked

Michael the best. I don't know what it was that attracted me

to him (his bald head NOT!). I just liked him so much. When

ever there was something on t.v. about him I was there to

see it. I never watched nor understood basketball until he

was playing.) was always glued to the t.v. I never missed a

game! If there was an article in the newspaper or in a

magazine I was the first one to get it. I never missed an

article. O.K. one once in a while. All I wanted for

Christmas and for my birthday was Michael Jordan stuff.

If I only had five dollars to spend on something I really

needed. I wouldn't care I'd spend it on a Michael Jordan

poster or a magazine that had an article with Michael in it.

My room has always been covered with posters, but the

majority was of Michael. I had Michael Jordan posters and

articles all over my room.lf I didn't have enough space in

my room for any more pictures, I'd make sure there was

enough room for Michael's pictures.

When I was in sixth grade, I got the Chicago Bulls address

from a book. After I sent a letter out, I did not got a
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response for a while. Then when I finally did, I was filled

with joy. He sent me a picture of himself, and papers for

the Michael Jordan basketball camp, which I have wanted to

go to for some time. I would still like to go, but it is

kind of expensive.

All through elementary school and the beginning of

middle school, I was a tomboy. I wanted "air Jordans" and

clothes that represented Michael, I wanted Chicago Bulls

hats, shirts, sweat outfits, jerseys, etc. When I was in

seventh grade, I was going to play basketball, even though

my heart never desired to, just because Michael did.When my

sister had Michael Jordan articles or just little pictures

of him, I would fight with her just to have them. Oh! and

then when the movie " Michael Jordan Air time " came out I

begged my mother to get it for me. (I still haven't gotten

it though, but I'm still working on it.)

I think that my mother had my head, because I was so

obsessed with Michael.When she looked at me, she saw a

little Michael Jordan.

Then when Michael retired, it broke my heart, because he

was my favorite and he didn't have to retire. This would

have been his greastest year,and it might even be worth his

fourth championship.) know it was a tragity when his father

was murdered, and I know it was really hard on him, but he

could have kept on going and did what he likes best.

Also when I was in sixth grade people would say to me ,

"Why don't you just get over him? You're never gonna meet

43

48



Hill Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces

him." But I know I will someday! That is one of my drearns,to

meet him. No one understood how I felt.

Michael Jordan: My Story
P - Author's description of his or her obsession is maintained as purpose/focus of this piece.

0 - A few lapses in coherence and unity see second paragraph.

D Details are general, not sufficiently specific to rate an "Extensively."

Michael Jordan: My Story
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone G/U/M

Extensively 6/ Se/

Frequently I Some errors or pattem,,
of errors are present

Sometimes

Rarely
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Powers Park

It was over tour years ago, on a cold day at Powers Park,

when. : FLal experience that I'll never forget. It was my S32

year ut taking swimming Lessons at the park. I was taking my

second rest si-) that I could pass into the five to twelve toot p)ci.

I had to start out diving and seeing how long I could stay under

water. The only other people being tested were my sister Jessie

and other people. They all did okay, but by the tLme

zhe tr,s-_ was about tnree-fourths over there were only three of us

let. in the test. The others had already flunked.

In tue last part of the test we were told to do a pencil drop in

the twelve foot pool. That eliminated another person. Then we had

to dive from the side of the pool and then do the crawl until we

.2t t., tne rope and then do the backfloat the rest of the wet.

:Then it was mv turn, I did a really good dive but I ran out of

energy.and I gdt out of the pool and I tried again. By this time,

I was really tired and when I was about three feet from the rope I

just (:)uldn't move at all. I couldn't grab the rope or the side

:t the pool. I cJuid tell I wasn't moving enywnere except down.

I remember seeinl all the lifegaurds standing around the pool, But

i couldn't tell what they were saying. Finally, after what seemed

like hours to me, one of the lifegaurds jumped in and pulled me

out. Need Less to say hiora-t I didn't pass the test, but the others

did.

Kinco- that day, :'ve never taken less)ns a- P3werE

[ hdven'I 'topped swimming either. I still like toe Lea.7h ang

know I olwdyL; will.
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Powers Park
P - Clear focus on the experience and the effect it had on the narrator's life.

For an "experience I'll never forget," tone is flat, uninvolved.

GAIN What is attempted is achieved, and the piece is an "Extensively" in this category,
but it is a notably safe piece of writing.

Powers Park
Purpose Organization Details Voice or Tone GJU/M

Extensively Few or no errors are pre-
sent: or departures from
convention appear inten-
tional and are effective

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely
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